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Porn's Compassionate Conservatism
MARK CRQMERitsearly Saturday morning andIam standing in the living room ofahome

that sbeen converted, for the day, into apom set. Heavy light rigging, cables,
crates of colored gels and video monitors now dominate what had been just
another unassuming suburban home at the end ofacul-de-sac. In addition to

worrying about all the usual concerns con- ing adult-video business. Ihave in that time
frontmppomshoot-willthetalentshow been treated to the inner workings of a•
up, will they be hung over, will they have business that continues to fascinate libido-
al! theirpaperwork morder, will some boy- driven Americans. And recently Flynt's
fnend or agent decide he's the director—I producersandourpeersat othercompanies
now have other matters to consider.^ have been briefed in meetings and lAemos

While Iam safoiy nestled in the hills be- as tojusthow we are to react, given the new
yond La Canada Fhntndge, 3,000 miles to President and incoming Attorney General.
the east George W. Bush is being swom in Founeen years ago, ofcooise, Reagan's
to the presidency. And as he lays his hand Attorney General Ed Meese launched a

i! ^ J ChiefJusdce celebrated (and reviled) andpom crusadewho helped install him into office, the thatincludedabevyofbustsibutsincethen
power players in LA's fabled Pom Vallev the LA-based industry has grown into a
are heanng thunderclaps in the dist^ce. mullibillion-dollar business reaching into
The Perfect Stomi has broken mthe Belt- nearly every comer ofAmerica, culniraily
way, they believe, and life preservers are politically and even economically. Consider
now being passed ouL that an estimated 25,000 video outlets

I I^ow this because I mapomograph- across the nation stock adult material and
er. Weil, sort of I onginated and for the that more than 10,000 new adult-video titles

— * Wjwwv iiw vy UULUL-YIUCU UUCopast several years have moonlighted as a are released each year; last year there were
producer on the JailBabes video series, 711 million rentals ofhard-core sex films
which launched Larrv Flvnf Infn fhp hnnm- « cm t,;n:which launched LanyFlynt into the boom-

Mark Croiner, ajournalist living in Los Angeles,
has wriuen/orDetails. HoiWired.com, theLos
Angeles Times. LA Weekly andelsewhere. He
works onthe sidefor LarryFlynt.

Pom isaS10 billion industry—$4 billion of
that in explicit video sales—that even
links tocorporate parents likeGeneral Mo
tors and AT&T. (Whatever collective pain
and persecution theindustiysufferedduring
the Reagan and Bush the Elderyears, when
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Bill Clinton rolled into the White House
withasocialagenda thatdidnotcallforthe
outright destruction ofsmut, poraographers
in the San Fernando Valley—Wicke^ic-
tures,VividVideo, VGAand
'Sx^lhe^i^ies—saw eight years ofrelative
green lights and blue skies.)

Inaneffortto headoffanypotential anti-
pomojihad by the Bush Administration,
someofthemajorpomoutfits havereached
a common conclusion and is
sued sweeping newguidelines
to producers and directors—
rulesthatare supposedto make
even the most eager prosecu
tor think twicie before filing
charges. Anxious tosanitize theirproduct
to the point where it passes muster with
compassionate conservatives everywhere,
especially those living on Pennsylvania
Avenue, maior producers in the industrv
^arj^rogosmg^todiscaM^r^^n^J^

nf the gPtirP
Welcome to the era of kinder, gentler

smut.

' veryone has grave concerns," says
Jeffrey Douglas, a lawyer who spe-

' ciaiizes m l-'liit Amendment issues
and has represented the adult indus-

Itry since the early 1980s. "Most of
us on the legal side haveadvised those in
the industryto assume, nomatterwho got
clccted, that the environment [read Justice
Department] willbe less sensitive to First
Amendment issues."

While the focus on Attorney General
John Ashcroft has to date been on his po
sitionson civil rightsandabortion, little at
tention has been paid untilnowas to how—
and how effectively—the former senator
fromMissourimightweighinontheculture
wars surrounding the First Amendment

Pom sage William Margold, who now
runs a support organization for pom per-
fomiers, says Ashcroft"casts a shadow"
across sexualexpression andthatthe indus
trymaybe in forsome"radical attempts to
cleanus up." In fact. Bush asserted during
tliecampaign that "pom has no place in a
decent society"andvowed to"insistonvig
orously enforcing" antipomography laws.
Bush's comments should offer cold comfort
to liberals who opposecommercial pom
based on theexploitation that canand does
occurin the industry (justas itdoesin many
other industries, not slated for demoli
tion). "Mostpeople onlydeal withbadnews
when it is knocking at their door," muses
Douglas. "George Biish and John Ashcroft
area reallyloudknockonthedoor.""Most
people only deal with bad news when it is

The Nation.

knocking at theirdoor," muses Douglas.
Anticipation that theknock will befol

lowed with a shout of"We have a warrant!"
iswhathasledthepomcompanies to issue
what at least m Hustler's case provedto be
atwentj^jfou^oin^^ We
producers TiaveTeei^oviaeTwith what
mightbetterbe described as a JustSayNo
List, for every line starts with a No (it can
be viewed online at Inside.com). The list,

Welcome to the era ofkinder,gentlersmut, in
which thepom industrybans certain acts to
stave offprosecutorial zeal in Washington,
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istratiflfi won't view scenes ofwhite men
0||||||||blacks as out ofthe ordinary.)

Perhaps the most surprising item on the
list is a prohibitionofthe until-now obliga
tory facial "money shot," in whicha male
performer ejaculates on the face ofthe fe
male performer, a staple long beforeDeep
Throat brought pom out of the basement
This broughta howl firom Maigoldwhenhe
read it "Facials are the crowning achieve

ment ofthis industry," he pro
claimed, only half-joking. "It's
what we built this industryon!" y

The new mles do allow a

male model to ejaculate on a
female model, with the caveat

which reads like material generated for a that the "shot is notnasty." Lawyers will
classic Lenny Bruce orDick Gregory rou- now be able to jackup billable hours to
tine, discardsevewAing^^ determine ifthe semen on a left breast is
found^Iulie1nnge^^^^2S^^^ '̂ "nasty" but the semen onaright elbow is to

beapproved. Douglas isequally derisive in
his assessment ofthe new guidelines: "That
list is completehorseshit,"he says."It's
probably a thirdgeneration of someone's
interpretationofwhata lawyersuggested."

ForallofMargold'shumorous dismissal

signaturejexact^
hirst and toremost, producersand direc

tors areno longerto shootanymaterialthat
depictsa female modelwho appears to be
suffering •'jumaggmeg^^jyaja." Ditto for

Foodcan no Inng^r ha iispri as a sexual and Douglas's disdain, the new guidelines
objecVoF/IousT^pSn^^ots, cucum- arejioJau^ingmattCT
bers and bananas from fiirther degradation eomgan^s!To?t!ies<^5i^ those who
and heading offa full-scale investigation
from the Department ofAgriculture.

Blindfol^sj|£jli21U2UL»
So is wax-dripping.
•9ni.;..;eYinacnffin.

So is urinating on camera, unless it is
done "in a natural setting" such as a field
or roadside.

No male/male penetration can be shown,
encounte , as are

scenes involvmg transsexuals.
Other'veri>o/en activities include fisti

run them, the adult-entertainment business
is no longerabout makingan artistic state
ment for sexual fieedom. It is about making
money, gettingbustedisnotinth^
plan. ^
is^ewmg, there isdisagreement about lust 0

andevenwhether attemnts at sftlf-rflosnr-
ship will : to stoi

i.oger Jon Diamonci!,'a^ [antaMonica-
basedlawyerwhohasbeendefending adult
material since the late 1960s, and whoseOther'ver6o/enactivitiesincludefigirjg material since the late 1960s, and whose

(an act sometimes featured in Pentfioiae)^ cases have gone to the Supreme Court, feels
"menstruation topics" orspitting orsaliva some ofthe wony may be overblown^
passing mouth to mouth. don^i^Iun^Busho^^shcroftc^^^JCw^-

ARftlf-tmnosed ban from the late-1980s tiitlv bnngus 'Meese iP '̂"fie'says. "jop
on subjects ofadulTagemce^
aged guy isseduced bymiddle-aged mom) amfh^y prove

tratiool^espitetiieS ment or tlie 'Miller standard' the Supreme
ffleatere project the topic with such fihns Court set in determming obscenity] now?

You can't unring the bell."
While Douglas notes that the chances

of tiie Bush Administration killing off an
industry thathassurvived every President
(and Attorney General) since Nixon are
slim, he warns that the ^ovemment would
be justas h^v to inllictioma^Qus nain

he new guidelines also state: "N^jjlack ^^^^Si^Iere^^iSnond notes that the in-
men,^hiteworner|̂ l^^ Perhaps dustry's will to draw aline in the sand and
inatip ofthe hat toThomas Jefferson, fight prosecutions may well determine how
producers can continue tofeature white much damage isinflicted. "It's like soldiers
men having sex with black women, landing onthebeaches. You know you are

(Inotherwords, maybe the new Admin- going to take thebeach, butsome guys up

as Spanking the Monkey. Ironically, this
forbidden fmit is the subject of the 1980
film Taboo, which the industry trade pub
lication Video News recentiy report
ed as one of the all-time bestselling adult
videos,withsales toppinga millioncopies.
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front are going to have to take some bullets
foreveiyoneelse.Sothe questionbecomes,
who is willing to take some bullets?"

"Irrespective ofAshcroft, the Bush Ad
ministration brings very dangerous forces
mto play," Douglas says. "Unable to influ
ence Congress, to satisfy the religious right
they arc going to have to take action outside
the legislature, and the area they have the
broadest discretion in is the prosecution of
crime. And Congress will not be outraged.
Bottom line: There will be aggressive ob
scenity prosecutions." If the previous two
Republicanadministrationsare any indica-
tion, Douglas sa^s, the industry canexpect
at least thirw^rjnorecomjjani^

about how man^W^ nutin thecmsshairs
under bothReagan_and_B^h Senior.

ouglas maintains that the real question
confrontingtheadult industryis how the
expected prosecutions will take shape.
"It will depend on whether [prosecutors]
want to grab headlines and sjmply ap

pease the religious right," Douglas says.
"Ordo theyreallywant to change content?"

theardriehtinjhi-finp am
likel^o^seel^gnggji^jgjQjgfljgs^nj^w^

that tack was taken by prosecutors under
the Reagan Administration—an era that he
darklynoteswasmarkedbyJusticeDepart
ment attorneys who signed their official
correspondence "Yours in Jesus Christ"

If prosecutors want to shape what the
industry creates rather than exact a blood
tribute through prison time, Douglas says
they are likely to hew to the tactic the
previous Bush Administration employed:
ievj^inghug^ineg^l^^vil^rijjglj^
fafgeted c^p^ies.
^ ~ It was a nen oT a lot more fiin to film
in this town when it was illegal," Margold
adds, nodng that he went tojail a half-dozen
or more times as a result ofworking in pom.
"But the industry can't return to its outlaw
roots, because there are no more outlaws.
The guys who run the companies now
are sheep complacently chewing on their/
dollar bills. Ifthev_get busted they won't \
fight, theyMl^c^lT''^^^^'^*^**^
"^WCglSnJasseeh that happen firsthand.

"You have to be emotionally prepared as
wellas financiallypreparedto fi^t the gov
ernment. It's easy to say, *Ibelieve in what
I do and I'll fight for my right to do it,'" he
says. "But you find that alot ofbig t^ers
will plead out real miick: "

The real danger, Douglas says, "is that
professional censors may well be brought :
in andwill have theawesome powers of
the JusticeJ^epartment at their disposal.

Guys who think, 'I am an agent of God,
andGodsays in orderto keepSatanfix)m
rising we needto destroy the pom indus
try.'" Perhaps thequestion isn'twhether a
Justice Department filled withzealots can
destroy pom but whether the industry—
once de^ed by arebelliousness that the
Sexual Revolution imbued it with—can
salvageanythingof its formerself.

It's hard to remember at times, but there
was a brief, shining period when the con
ceptofwhatwasbeingfilmed actually mat
tered. Stepping outofsociety'sclosetinthe
earlyseventies, Americanpornowas a bas
tard art form that offered directors real free
dom from conventional standards and re
strictions. Fibnmakers like Jonas Middle-
ton, Robert McCallum, Cecil Howard,
Henri Pachard and Kirdy Stevens explored
the rich mines of human sexuality. Those
men were joined by women like Helene
Terrie,who wroteandproduced Taboo^ and
Ann PerryandMaria Tobalina,bothfomier
presidents of the Adult Film Association
ofAmerica- There were a lot ofbusts, trials
andpainalong the way. Nowthe question

arises, Why were those sacrifices made?
Didthose people sitinjail andprisonjustso
others would censor themselves into de
picting officially sanctioned sex? Was that
the point?

George W. Bush and JohnAshcroft
Lve^gj^ialftii^^ttl^impl^^

mg up. Some inthe busmessleel that even
thoseof us shootingunder the new guide
lines will be targeted. As one producer
noted, "They hate us all, and they'll come
after ^e whole it

iesilver lining to these storm clouds
is that censorship, even the self-imposed
kind,usually backfires, eventually creating
onlymoreofwhatit triedtosuppress. If the
past and human nature areanyindication,
that will be the case here, especially given
the size of the market today. While pro
ducersforbigcompanies are forced toshoot
imder new mles, theou^gjj(^Jgsga^
nom provocateurs li'U Roh Hlaclc and
Max^^gjdcorej^will likely rise (or sink)
^otlieoccasionlmd do the necessary dirty
work to keep pom, well...dirty.

A Thewayit should be. •
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